
BEND’S TRANSIT SYSTEM IS BROKEN. 

Fix Bend Transit PAC has endorsed the following candidates because of their commitment to prioritizing transit 
facilities and investments at the state and local level. In two state races, we have chosen to endorse both 

candidates because each has committed to fight for greater funding at the state level for transit needs in Bend.  

MELANIE KEBLER 
City Council position 1

RITA SCHENKELBERG  
City Council position 4

JASON KROPF 
House District 54 

ANTHONY BROADMAN  
City Council position 2 

PHIL CHANG 
Deschutes County Commission 

EILEEN KIELY 
Oregon Senate District 27 

MEGAN PERKINS  
City Council position 3

CHERI HELT
House District 54

TIM KNOPP
Oregon Senate District 27

More than 100,000 people live here now, but Bend’s transit system is built for a city half that size. 

Bend needs elected leaders who believe in funding an equitable transportation system that gets ahead of growth and gets cars off the road. 

The Fix Bend Transit PAC is proud to endorse a slate of leaders who will ensure seniors, low-income families, people with disabilities and 
people without cars aren’t left behind as Bend grows. 

Who we are: Fix Bend Transit PAC is the political arm of Hawthorne Avenue Neighbors, a coalition of neighbors, business owners and transit advocates asking 
officials to do more to adequately plan for capacity and growth of Bend’s transit system, including needed facilities such as a safe and modern transit station. 

PAID FOR BY FIX BEND TRANSIT PAC

 “The biggest reason 
Hawthorne Station should not 
remain Bend’s primary transit 
center is we should be moving 
away from a hub and spoke 
model to a mobility hub 
model that does not rely heavily 
on a main transit station.”

Rita declined to discuss transit 
with the Fix Bend Transit PAC, 
writing in an email that she 
believes current plans for transit 
in Bend are adequate. Still we 
believe in her commitment to 
serving diverse communities in 
Bend and endorse her candidacy. 

“We need a public transit system 
in Bend that works for everyone. 
Investing in public transportation 
infrastructure and different 
modalities of transportation is a 
step towards improving equity in 
our community. As your state representative I’ll fight 
for infrastructure funding in our community to better 
address growth in Bend.”

“It is critically important 
that Bend have transit 
facilities that are safe, 
convenient, appropriately 
located, the correct 
size, and appealing and 
welcoming to all users.”

“I believe a robust transit system 
is essential to the future of Bend 
and Deschutes County. If we are 
going to grow well we will need 
to build out the CET system 
to provide people access to 
work, education, medical appointments, and other 
essential parts of their lives without clogging up the 
roads with more single occupant vehicle traffic.”

“Bringing back investment for 
Deschutes County for transit 
infrastructure is critical. We are 
way behind for a population of 
our size. Sunriver Resort is one 
of the largest employers in the 
county and our first scheduled bus line started 
this year. Transit is necessary for affordable 
housing, as well.”

“Hawthorne is not completely 
ADA accessible, not pedestrian 
friendly, and its staging is 
unsafe. Our City needs to take 
responsibility. We need to fix this 
and we need to fix this not in 10 
years but as soon as we possibly can. Our neighbors, 
particularly those from marginalized communities, 
need this fixed now.”

“As a person who voted 
yes in previous elections to 
fund Bend’s transit system, 
I believe that greater local 
investments in transit in Bend 
are long overdue. As your state 
representative, I will also look for pilot project and 
other opportunities at the state level to ensure this 
remains a priority issue.”

 “Having a well-developed 
accessible developed transit 
system for our workforce, 
students and seniors is critically 
important to the livability of 
Bend. I will work in a bi-partisan 
way to achieve infrastructure investments that help 
to create a transit system that will serve Bend now 
and in the future.” 


